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Context: June 8, 2023, Annecy (France)

● Violent assault against several children and 
an adult [June 8, 2023]

● They were stabbed in the park and 
seriously injured

● It happened in Le Pâquier (Annecy, France)

● As a result of this event, there was an 
intense activity of denouncing, anger, and 
rejection on social networks and reactions 
of support for those affected.

https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2023/06/france-assailant-
attacks-and-injures-several-people-in-annecy-haute-savoie-
department-june-8



https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/france/video/a-annecy-dans-
square-du-paquier-une-attaque-au-couteau-fait-plusieurs-
blesses-dont-des-enfants_218926.html

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-65841666



Theoretical Framework (I) 

Narratives on the ‘invasion’ of immigrants have been commonplace in 
the Western world. 

Public messages around a hypothetical invasion of Europe by Islam or 
Islamophobic conspiracy theories about the Islamisation of  Europe 
have spread (Gualda, 2021:54).

The conspiracy theory about the "invasion" of Europe by Islam 
(Eurabia) has recently been disseminated due to the violent attack in 
Annecy (France).

Gualda, E. (2021). “Metaphors of invasion: Imagining Europe as endangered by Islamization”. En Önnefors, A. & Krouwel, A. (eds.). 
Europe: Continent of Conspiracies. Conspiracy Theories in and about Europe. London: Routledge, pp.54-75.



Theoretical Framework (II) 

Basic narratives of this conspiracy theory [Islamisation of Europe]:

● Muslims are trying to ‘Islamise’ and conquer Europe

● Europe would metaphorically mutate into Eurabia (Bergmann, 

2021)

● Narratives about the invasion of Islam connect with the perception 

of threats related to identity, culture, religion, ideology,  politics, 

demographics, economics and so on.

Bergmann, E. (2021). The Eurabia conspiracy theory. En Önnefors, A. & Krouwel, A. (eds.). Europe: Continent of Conspiracies. 

Conspiracy Theories in and about Europe. London: Routledge, pp.36-53.



● Connections between anti-immigration, anti-Islam, anti-Muslim 
and, more recently, anti-refugee discourses: security threats.

● The presence of Muslims in Europe illustrates an apocalyptic 
catastrophe as well as the existence of an ‘existential enemy of 
Europe’ (Bhatt, 2012: 323) 

● These ideas are continually remembered before different 
circumstances and events, as in the case of Annecy

Bhatt, C. (2012) ‘The New Xenologies of Europe: Civil Tensions and Mythic Pasts’, Journal of Civil Society 8(3): 307–326, 
DOI:10.1080/17448689.2012.732456.

Theoretical Framework (III) 



Objectives

● Find out if there are changes in the narratives: From the classic 

#welcomerefugees to the current "Welcome Refugees" (after the attack 

in Annecy)

● Compare the use of similar terms on Twitter: #welcomerefugees, 

"welcome refugees," and "refugees welcome" in contrast to the words 

"Welcome Refugees" that became popular after the attacks.

● To know how the Eurabia conspiracy theory is disseminated in this 

context and through which narratives.



OBJECTIVES
Methods (I)

Global Design
• Mixed methods (Quantitative – Qualitative Analysis)

Data Collection (2 processes)
• Search criteria: Welcome Refugees, #welcomerefugees, 

welcomerefugees and refugeeswelcome
• Platform: twarc2 (Pyhon) - Academic API v2 Twitter
• Dataset: 1.183.037 tweets [without RTs]
• Dates (I): June, 2 -16, 2023 [Annecy attacks: June 8]
• Dates (II): January 1, 2020 – June 8, 2023



OBJECTIVES
Methods (II)

Preprocessing & Data Analysis
• Preprocessing and cleaning of data
• Exploratory Data Analysis (Basic Statistics to approach the data)
• Quantitative Content Analysis
• Critical Analysis & Qualitative Narratives on Tweets
• Semantic Networks to observe patterns and connections in the 

narratives on anti-vaccination.
Languages: 
• R (quanteda, tidyverse, dplyr, lubridate,ggplot2, plotly…) 
• Python  



Dataset (I)



Focus

Dataset (I)



Results (I): Narratives & Semantic Network 
around “Welcome Refugees” – First approach

Source: Author from Conspiracy Theories Dataset – NonConspiraHate Project. 
Collected by twarc2 (Python) through Academic Twitter v2.  Semantic Network made in R (quanteda.textplots)



Results (II): Mixed Narratives  -  Different Conspiracy 
                                                                                 Theories Playing



Results (III): Collective Memory and Opportunistic Narratives
Violent & Emotional Narratives                                                    



Results (IV): Collective Memory                                       



Results (V): Eurabia & Islam in the context of other narratives                       



Results (VI): Eurabia & Threats     

The narrative of an 
apocalyptic scenario 
plagued by threats

Narratives that generalize



Results (VII): Mixed Narratives
• Conversation continues after Annecy 

attacks
• Visual Methaphors: “Invasion” and 

“pateras”
• Now in the Spanish political campaign 
• Appeal to immigration threats & 

Multiculturalism

“Welcome refugees. Si votas a Sánchez y sus socios te 
van a meter multiculturalismo en tu barrio y vas a ver 
lo divertido que es. Y si no lo crees, fijate en Francia, el 
modelo que quieren seguir los "progresistas" y que tan 
bien está funcionando. Las calles "arden" de alegría”.



Results (VIII): The other side
Also appealing to emotions 

• In comparison the UN Refugee Agency, 
with the same words:

“Welcome refugees... 
A worlds with more kindness is a happier world” 
Appeal to emotions.!



Results (IX): Narratives & Semantic Network 
around “Welcome Refugees” – June 8, 2023

Source: Author from Conspiracy Theories Dataset – NonConspiraHate Project. 
Collected by twarc2 (Python) through Academic Twitter v2.  Semantic Network made in R (quanteda.textplots)



Conclusions & some steps to follow

• Narratives of great emotional intensity accompanying the 
words "Welcome Refugees.” [in positive – negative forms]

• Importance of metaphors and other rethoric resources
• Further analysis wants to explore the use of irony and double 

meanings [“Welcome Refugees”] in comparison to previous 
campaigns articulated around #welcomerefugees

• Opportunistic use of these words, after a particular attack, 
which is also connected with some previous conversations on 
other events [football]
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