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Context: June 8, 2023, Annecy (France)

Violent assault against several children and
an adult [June 8, 2023]

They were stabbed in the park and
seriously injured

It happened in Le Paquier (Annecy, France)

As a result of this event, there was an
intense activity of denouncing, anger, and
rejection on social networks and reactions
of support for those affected.

08 JUN 2023 | 06:23 AMUTC

France: Assailant attacks
and injures several people
in Annecy, Haute-Savoie
Department, June 8

Assailant attacks and injures several people at Le Paquier
in Annecy, France, June 8. No known ongoing threat.

https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2023/06/france-assailant-
attacks-and-injures-several-people-in-annecy-haute-savoie-
department-june-8
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France 08/06/202310:48 | Actualisé le 08/06/202317:09

A Annecy, une attaque au
couteau dans un parc du
Paquier fait six blessés dont
quatre enfants

L'agresseur, de nationalité syrienne, a été interpellé.
Elisabeth Borne et Gérald Darmanin se sont rendus sur
place.

Par Le HuffPost avec AFP

https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/france/video/a-annecy-dans-
square-du-paquier-une-attaque-au-couteau-fait-plusieurs-
blesses-dont-des-enfants _218926.html
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France stabbing: Children attacked
in Annecy park in stable condition

\ Watch: Video appears to show Annecy park knifeman in playground

By Hugh Schofield & George Wright
BBC News in Paris and London

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-65841666
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Theoretical Framework (I)

Narratives on the ‘invasion’ of immigrants have been commonplace in
the Western world.

Public messages around a hypothetical invasion of Europe by Islam or
slamophobic conspiracy theories about the Islamisation of Europe
nave spread (Gualda, 2021:54).

The conspiracy theory about the "invasion" of Europe by Islam
(Eurabia) has recently been disseminated due to the violent attack in
Annecy (France).

Gualda, E. (2021). “Metaphors of invasion: Imagining Europe as endangered by Islamization”. En Onnefors, A. & Krouwel, A. (eds.).
Europe: Continent of Conspiracies. Conspiracy Theories in and about Europe. London: Routledge, pp.54-75.
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Theoretical Framework (ll)

Basic narratives of this conspiracy theory [Islamisation of Europe]:
o Muslims are trying to ‘Islamise’ and conquer Europe

o Europe would metaphorically mutate into Eurabia (Bergmann,
2021)

o Narratives about the invasion of Islam connect with the perception
of threats related to identity, culture, religion, ideology, politics,
demographics, economics and so on.

Bergmann, E. (2021). The Eurabia conspiracy theory. En Onnefors, A. & Krouwel, A. (eds.). Europe: Continent of Conspiracies.
Conspiracy Theories in and about Europe. London: Routledge, pp.36-53.
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Theoretical Framework (l11)

« Connections between anti-immigration, anti-Islam, anti-Muslim
and, more recently, anti-refugee discourses: security threats.

« The presence of Muslims in Europe illustrates an apocalyptic
catastrophe as well as the existence of an ‘existential enemy of
Europe’ (Bhatt, 2012: 323)

o These ideas are continually remembered before different
circumstances and events, as in the case of Annecy

Bhatt, C. (2012) ‘The New Xenologies of Europe: Civil Tensions and Mythic Pasts’, Journal of Civil Society 8(3): 307-326,
DOI:10.1080/17448689.2012.732456.
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Objectives

o Find out if there are changes in the narratives: From the classic
#welcomerefugees to the current "Welcome Refugees" (after the attack

in Annecy)
o« Compare the use of similar terms on Twitter: #welcomerefugees,

"welcome refugees,”" and "refugees welcome" in contrast to the words
"Welcome Refugees" that became popular after the attacks.

o To know how the Eurabia conspiracy theory is disseminated in this
context and through which narratives.
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Methods (I}
Global Design

 Mixed methods (Quantitative — Qualitative Analysis)

Data Collection (2 processes)

* Search criteria: Welcome Refugees, #welcomerefugees,
welcomerefugees and refugeeswelcome

* Platform: twarc2 (Pyhon) - Academic APl v2 Twitter

e Dataset: 1.183.037 tweets [without RTs]

 Dates (l): June, 2 -16, 2023 [Annecy attacks: June 8]

 Dates (ll): January 1, 2020 —June 8, 2023
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Methods (Il)

Preprocessing & Data Analysis

* Preprocessing and cleaning of data

* Exploratory Data Analysis (Basic Statistics to approach the data)

* Quantitative Content Analysis

 Critical Analysis & Qualitative Narratives on Tweets

 Semantic Networks to observe patterns and connections in the
narratives on anti-vaccination.

Languages:

R (quanteda, tidyverse, dplyr, lubridate,ggplot2, plotly...)

 Python
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Dataset ()

Figure 1. Number of tweets by minute
January 1, 2020 - June 8, 2023
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Source: 'Welcome Refugees' Dataset, 2020-2023
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Results (I): Narratives & Semantic Network
around “Welcome Refugees” — First approach

#gameoJer
_ . #liverpool 4 4
#littleamal comupismo #.uighurs
sitiwelcomebecause #auspO.I #togeth.erwithrefugees
=
#blacklivesmatter J lasgow
_ . . #deregchoshumane$
#communltysponsorshlp P
#worldrefugeeday #asylumseekers ityeloome
o #refugees #rdtod
#eoronavirds #syria_gasyl #refugegs:vilconlte #Welc::amere?ugees # b i o
asylum alghanistan antlrefu eebill
#rohingyas wiotgse ° #followbackfriday #annecy
#wﬂhrefugees #afgh an, #ukralne . ¢
gt #.peace
#covid19 #migrants __® " #rwanda
s #u.kralnlan #stangwithukraine
e =
#poland eu:ope #afghan.s #tigray.
#putin
®
#refugeeeswelcome .
#somali

Source: Author from Conspiracy Theories Dataset — NonConspiraHate Project.

Collected by twarc2 (Python) through Academic Twitter v2. Semantic Network made in R (quanteda.textplots)
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Results (l1): Mixed Narratives - Different Conspiracy
@ Policia S.XXI ¥ & @PoliciaSXXI - 8 jun. @ Daniel Sanz @ &= ™= @Daniel Sanz.C - 8 jun. Theories Playing

Malditos los que alentais con carteles de "Welcome Refugees”, malditos Hoy en Francia, mafiana en Espafa.
los que lo utilizais para mostrar vuestra supuesta superioridad moral,
malditos los que calldis por el coste electoral que tiene plantar cara.

"Welcome Refugees”

Il Video censurado en Twitter: t.me/PoliciaSXX|/34..

Gran Capitédn de los Tercios @ @capTercio - 8 jun.

MALDITOS.
ELZ=MUNDO

Internacional

Ni welcome refugees

Ni BLM

Ni Agenda 2030

Ni cambio climético

Niideologia de género

Ni adoctrinamiento LGTBI

Ni ciudades de 15 minutos

Ni ONGs

Ni OMS controlando nuestros datos
Ni desaparicién del dinero en efectivo
Ni cesion de soberania

Ni WEF

Esa & no la quiero en mi pafs

FRANCIA

Varios ninos heridos
tras ser apunalados en

un ataque en la ciudad
francesa de Annecy

El agresor es un refugiado sirio que ha
sido detenido por la policia tras herir

i : Q 49 11 61 Q) 1.500 i 33.9 mil e
a cuatro nifios y dos adultos. Estan * |
muy graves dos nifios y un mayor

Q 23 T 231 Q 404 il 13,6 mil i ¥
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Results (lll): Collective Memory and Opportunistic Narratives
g T oo o . Violent & Emotional Narratives

Asfva Europa... mientras en la final de la Champions League femenina se
apoya lallegada de |nm|grantes bajo el lema "Welcome Refugees", hoy en
rrorista a manos de un

w Alejandro Vilar @alevilar7 - 8 jun.

Atacando a CUCHILLAZOS un carrito con bebés. W
ponganse ahora todos la camiseta. HAY QUE SACAR A ESA GENTUZA, c¢n
armas si es necesario!!

refugiado sirio que ha atacado a... jNINOS!

;EUROPA DESPIERTA!,, ]

4 MUWALLIWLL LJVLLALLIA VLY LA

jugadora del Barcelona

Femenino apoya la Seis heridos, cuatro de
llegada de inmigrantes a  ellos nifios de 3 aiios, tras
Espafia ser acuchillados por un

refugiado sirio en Francia
Tras conquistar la Copa de Europa femenina,

la mediocampista mostré una camiseta con el El ataque ha tenido lugar en una parque de la
famoso lema "Welcome Refugees" localidad de Annecy donde jugaban los
menores cuyas vidas corren peligro

QO 13 T 12 QO 233 1 9.325 4

Q 9 11 46 QO 99 il 9.856 2
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Results (IV): Collective Memory

Estado de Alarma TV £ @EstadoDAlarmaTV - 8 jun.

Nando @NandOlea9@ - 8 jun.

“ 1 | “Welcome Refugees’, el lema que se le vuelve en contra a la jugadora | Espafia necesita a dos como ellos.

del Barga Aitana Bonmati tras el atentado en #Annecy Espafia va a la deriva.

Espafia necesita una limpieza.

No queremos mas "welcome refugees”
#ReyesCatolicos

edatv.news

Aitana Bonmati, la jugadora del Barcelona Femenino apoya la llegada ...

Tras conquistar la Copa de Europa femenina, la mediocampista mostré
una camiseta con el famoso lema "Welcome Refugees"

) 9 37 Q 74 il 4.075 by

¢ 3 T 14 Q 49 i 3.202 Y



Proyecto PID2021-12398308-100 financiado por:

. umouwnoou ) /, '\\_ fﬁ‘; @EstrellaGualda
TR T o C“ ldeSO eg @ daTes cnscodj‘,_’,_: " @coideso
W2 emnomcon ;w:o:& ! ‘ @GrupoESEIS

(sum L]

Results (V): Eurabia & Islam in the context of other narratives

Welcome Refugees.

J) Advidn @ mATGIcariIaL- B]6h. El arcén de la Reaccién @LibranosMal - 9 jun.
i 3 sesperados en Europa pero ya

Save their lives.

es tarde. Los invadieron y es irreversible.
Condemn your life.

Espero que en Argentina tomemos nota. Ppr ahora nos salva que ni los
africanos quieren venir, pero hay que adopgar una defensa.

(Porlo que sea Io[ refugiados ucranianos]o van matando ni violando por
ahi)

Q 15 11 33 Q 115 i 4703 x

Q NACIONALISTA @Nacionalissta - 8 jun.

Imaginad ser esta tia eeh, que bochorno, yo no sabria ni donde
meterme

ReedRichards @ReedRichards87 - 8 jun.

Lo de Francia ya ha pasado en Espana. Pero al gobierno socialista le
interesa que lo olvidemos.

En Enero de 2023 un musulman asesino a sangre fria al sacristan de una
iglesia en mitad de un paza llena de gente.

Son las consecuencias del Welcome Refugees.

@) T 16 O 3 - 1.325 2
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Results (VI): Eurabia & Threats

Lux @Lux79982154 - 8 jun.

= .
W Elataque barbaro a unos ninos en Annecy es el principio de las olas de The narrative of an
atentados que vamos a tener en Europa. Los extremistas “no come jamon” . .
apocalyptlc scenario

se aduenan de nuestros espacios y esta nueva invasion empieza a

manifestarse sin piedad. Moros contra cristianos. Welcome refugees. plagued by threats
QO 1 9 1 QO g 271 2
‘ Fran Romero. &= . &= @FranRom66286449 - 8 jun.
. En respuesta a @Teatierral711 y @vitoquiles
e 4DayTrade @4daytrade - 8 jun. Esta sueca también era del " welcome refugees", me podrias decir quiénes
Recordaros a todos los progres que defendéis la invasion musulmana a son los refugiados y quiénes los inmigrantes? Quiénes son inmigrantes
occidente, que esta era la moda en los afos 70 en iran == Por si os pensais yihadistas de boko haran o inmigrantes normales?

que ya nacieron como hoy en dia, sobre todo dedicado a las feministas
que se les llena la boca con el tema “Welcome refugees”™

Capitan Bitcoin @CapitanBitcoin - 14min

&) Lamodelo sueca Elin Krantz de 27 afios era
miembro del movimiento anti-racista "We Like
. . Diversity" y activista welcome refugees.
Narratlves that generallze Promovia la inmigracion musulmana, la
diversidad y el multiculturalismo. Fue violada
40 veces y asesinada en Lansmansgarden
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Results (VII): Mixed Narratives

Welcome refugees.
Sivotas a Sénchez y sus socios te van a meter multiculturalismo en tu

b prasmeerh yer s * Conversation continues after Annecy

Y si no lo crees, fijate en Francia, el modelo que quieren seguir los
"progresistas” y que tan bien esta funcionando.

Las calles "arden" de alegria. atta C kS

— Samgie L+ Visual Methaphors: “Invasion” and

- X = “pateras”

* Now in the Spanish political campaign

 Appeal to immigration threats &
Multiculturalism

“Welcome refugees. Si votas a Sanchez y sus socios te
van a meter multiculturalismo en tu barrio y vas a ver
lo divertido que es. Y si no lo crees, fijate en Francia, el
modelo que quieren sequir los "progresistas" y que tan
bien esta funcionando. Las calles "arden"” de alegria”.

0:04

Q 115 T 1707 Q 1.888 W 123.6 mil iy A
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{&m\ UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency & @Refugees - 5 jul.
@ Welcome refugees.

(it oone A Results (VIIl): The other side
A world with kindness is a better world. Be kind. | AI SO a p pea I i ng to e m ot i 0 n S

* |n comparison the UN Refugee Agency,
with the same words:

o/
A world with "
more kindness is Welcome refugees...
a happier world. A worlds with more kindness is a happier world”
@ Appeal to emotions.!

(U 1 69 Q 202 il 47,8 mil 1
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Results (IX): Narratives & Semantic Network
around “Welcome Refugees” —June 8, 2023

#hyde rabad

N #worldrefugeeday " %sind
#nooneisillegal — [ -
_— #enoughlsenough #Hefugees
#scotland AN
#hkerswelcome #welcome | #331—[',@” #globah mo
#rohingya #|aq )ﬁfran‘cﬁi R sllmbrothers
T ’ . - —”.
pangladesh nees 7 soyTaEsiale
g OmerEfUQ‘?‘??- I ) —#merredefronteras
#myanmar annecy _#agenqlad XBulsiones
.- #casoalsladc.y | #arm .:v‘q"
° [ ]
#mbypoli #directan #inmigrfcionilegal #agenda2030
JHN
#cdnpoli #refugeesw \Icome
Hllegal #changethestory2023
. .. changethestory
#illegalimmigrant #respect? #nopersonisillegal
#aitana | ~_#caltonbooks

Source: Author from Conspiracy Theories Dataset — NonConspiraHate Project.

Collected by twarc2 (Python) through Academic Twitter v2. Semantic Network made in R (quanteda.textplots)
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Conclusions & some steps to follow

* Narratives of great emotional intensity accompanying the
words "Welcome Refugees.” [in positive — negative forms]

* Importance of metaphors and other rethoric resources

* Further analysis wants to explore the use of irony and double
meanings [“Welcome Refugees”] in comparison to previous
campaigns articulated around #welcomerefugees

 Opportunistic use of these words, after a particular attack,
which is also connected with some previous conversations on
other events [football]
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#Welcome Refugees & “Welcome Refugees”:

Reinforcement of the conspiracy theory about Eurabia
and promotion of hate speech after the attacks in

Annecy (France)

Estrella Gualda, estrella@uhu.es
Universidad de Huelva. Grupo ESEIS / COIDESO
www.eseis.es — www.uhu.es/coideso

I International Workshop on Conspiracy theories and hate speech online: Comparison of patterns in
narratives and social media about Covid-19, immigrants, refugees and LGTBIQ+ people. Universidad de
Huelva, July 12-14, 2023
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