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MARGUERITE JOHNSON, Ovid on cosmetics: Medicamina faciei femineae 
and related texts. London-New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016, xiii+171 
pp., ISBN 978-1-4725-0657-3.

Marguerite Johnson (who has books on Sappho, Boudicca, a source 
collection with Terry Ryan on gender and sexuality, and Alcibiades and the 
Socratic Lover/Educator
Ovid on Cosmetics
by Rebecca Armstrong, Sarah Annes Brown, Yasmin Hadskell, Paula James, 

his epic poem the Metamorphoses

Dress and the Roman Woman: Self-Presentation 
and Society

In Ovid on Cosmetics 
translation plus commentary (geared to the English translation and explaining 

by-line account) on the Medicamina Faciei Feminae
Amores 1.14 (chapter 2: 

“Corinna” has a “bad hair day” and loses her locks to a calamistrum, a 
“curling iron”), Ars Amatoria
amongst other matters, hair, clothes, hygiene, cosmetics, and hairdressing), 
Remedia Amoris

Ars 
Amatoria

cultus, munditia, and ars

Medicamina, the Amores, the Ars Amatoria, and 
the Rededia Amortis.
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Medicamina 

own “recipes”].)  
The Medicamina Faciei Feminae

as well as elucidating cosmetic lore - is to make the Medicamina more 

Medicamina

on its didactic nature, yet its sensual qualities are also important.  Dispensing 

Amores

within Ovid on Cosmetics Ovid on 
Cosmetics
Johnson is as interested in literary criticism as she in Realien.

Ovid on Cosmetics

Medicamina Faciei Feminae
Medicamina 

“cookbook recipe”, indicating ingredients, portions, weights, and methods.  
Johnson attaches notes detailing how these “treatments” (medicamina) 

Aristotle, Theophrastus, Celsus, Pliny, Scibonius Largus, Pliny, Dioscorides, 

comparable prescriptions and ingredients seemed to think these things really 
did work.  From what Marguerite Johnson has to say in her commentary, so 
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Johnson technical enthusiasm may be best displayed in the commentary 
on the Medicamina

Ovid on Cosmetics. These 

In the notes on Amores
the calamistrum, and wigs.  In the notes on the Ars Amatoria 3.101-250, 

and on hairdressing. The chapter notes on the Remedia Amoris 343-356, 
and Ars Amatoria

(cultus) and cleanliness (munditia).     

matronae mertrices (prostitutes) 
and puellae

and well-groomed urbanites” (p.17).  But who are these “classy and well-
groomed urbanites”?  Citing AA 33-34 (p.20) Johnson suggests that these 

matronae, but meretrices and 
libertinae matronae 

and libertinae

Medicamina and the Ars and Remedia 
Amoris Amores meretrices 
or prostitutes (p.28). The men addressed in Ars Amatoria 1.505-524 were 
“sexually excitable (perhaps predatory) men” (citing Peter Greene, p.28), 
presumably well born, air-headed and as yet unmarried.  They were not like 
us, in other words, and their interest in cosmetics and cosmeceuticals cannot 

Ovid on 
Cosmetics

technical book.
For whom is Ovid on Cosmetics aimed?  The intended readers are social 

Smell and the Ancient Senses
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Amores.  Ovid on Cosmetics, linking literary 

absorbing addition what is becoming to a bourgeoning scholarly genre.  
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