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ressentiments

and consistency.
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1. Populism, nativism and the 
radical right

same time, nativism is also a nationalist 

Successful mobilization depends in 

in fundamental ideational battles and 

 

1. Jörg Haider, in his book from 1993, devotes 
-

mony” (Haider 1993: 73-85).
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2. Historical antecedents

ressentiments,

monopoly cause. 

2. On occasion, populists used anti-semitic 
tropes, such as “Shylock,” in their campaign 
against bankers and the Gold Standard.  In 1896, 
William Jenning Bryan “felt the need to reassure 
a group of Jewish Democrats in Chicago” noting 

-
cated by the Rothschilds …, we are not attack-
ing a race; we are attacking greed and avarice, 
which know neither race nor religion’.”. Bryan 
quoted in McSeveney, S. R. (1972) The Politics 
of Depression: Political Behavior in the North-
east, 1893-1896, New York, Oxford University 
Press, pp. 186-187.
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monopoly

system of social, economic, and political 

national decline and decadence and 
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3. Contemporary radical 
right-wing populism

le peuple
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, 

3. Producerism dates all the way back to the 
nineteenth century.  Gilded-Age skilled workers 
in the United States, for instance, “believed in the 
redemptive powers of their own labor” and “took 
pride in themselves and their participation in the 
honorable army of producers – people who pro-
duced economic value through their own efforst, 
unlike the ‘parasites’ (lawyers, bankers, brokers) 
who merely manipulated abstractions or other 
people’s money” (Lears 2009: 74).
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4. Contemporary radical 
right-wing nativism

ressentiments

4. The term “symbolic exclusion” is borrowed 
from the sociology of taste (see Bryson 1996; 
Lizardo and Skiles 2016).
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5.  In Germany, for the past several years, about a 
third of the population have agreed with the state-
ment that the country, because of all those for-
eigners is “to a dangerous degree” überfremdet 
(«foreignized»).  See Decker, Kiess and Brähler, 
2016: 31.
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5. On the logic of nativist 
mobilization

as 
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6.  This is not to say that “the elite” does not 
look down on ordinary people.  See, for instance, 
Traub 2016.
7. For Barrès see Sourcy 1967: 72; The follow-
ing excerpt from a Wilders speech held in 2011 
in Rome is exemplary of the “civilizationalism” 

of terugkeren

 

mobilization potential. 

central to contemporary symbolic nativism on 
the radical populist right: “Ordinary people are 
well aware that they are witnessing a population 
replacement phenomenon. Ordinary people feel 
attached to the civilization which their ancestors 
created. They do not want it to be replaced by 
a multicultural society where the values of the 
immigrants are considered as good as their own. 
It is not xenophobia or islamophobia to consider 
our Western culture as superior to other cultures 
– it is plain common sense.”  Available online at 
http://www.breitbart.com/national-securi-
ty/2011/03/27/geert-wilders-in-rome-defending-
the-west-from-cultural-relativism-and-jihad/ 
(accessed August 7, 2017).
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and ressentiments

ressentiments
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