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ELAINE FANTHAM, Cicero’s Pro L. Murena Oratio. Oxford: OUP, 2013, 
224 pp. ISBN 978-01-9997-453-5.

Pro Murena is one of Cicero’s most rhetorically appealing forensic 

-
dom taught to Latin undergraduates (in North America, at least) due to the 
pedagogical challenges of steering students through Ciceronian periods with 

-

on Pro Murena to be published since C. Macdonald’s Macmillan school edi-
tion of 1969 (which will be familiar to many from its subsequent reprint-
ing by the Bristol Classical Press), and is part of the American Philological 
Association’s Texts and Commentaries series.

but are now on the cusp of attaining facility with the language. Her desire 

-

to support its target audience. It consists, in the main, of a brief introduction 
to Pro Murena

Murena’s trial. A map of Asia Minor, index of persons and places, and bibli-
ography are also supplied.

trial and the main literary features of Cicero’s speech; textual matters are 

where F. outlines the transmission of Pro Murena concisely in non-tech-
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context of Murena’s trial (beginning with the troubled consular elections of 
-

ed of electoral malpractice), and the elections in 63BC which he was accused 

outline of the speech is badly needed, and F.’s choice of focal points seems 

role of psychological manipulation in the speech illustrates the high political 

F.’s expertise on rhetoric comes to the fore in the commentary, where 
De Oratore1. The commentary 

New Latin Grammar A New Latin 
Syntax

-

-

with notes on pp. 84, 107, 138, and 162 illustrate). 
The appendix is comprised of three groups of texts: a series of excerpts 

from Commentariolum Petitionis -
ing for the consulship; a handful of passages from Brutus and Paradoxa 
Stoicorum -

from Sallust’s Histories, purporting to be from Mithridates to Arsaces of 

considering the indirect relationship between these texts and Pro Murena. 

be mined for examination material. The map and index of persons and places 
are self-explanatory, but it should be noted that the index is for the speech 

1 See E. Fantham, The Roman World of Cicero’s De Oratore
Winterbottom, and E. Fantham (edd.), M. Tullius Cicero De Oratore Book III. Volume 5: A 
Commentary on Book III, 96–230, Heidelberg 2008.
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considerable gifts to the exegesis of this important speech. She is a personable 

orality of oratory, and that speeches were intended to be heard, not read. 
-

of the text. 

-

Pro Murena. In addition 

in English were also published by W.E. Heitland (Cambridge 1874, 1914) 

discussion or bibliography; Macdonald’s Loeb translation (1977), which has 
excellent notes, is also absent. Similarly, F.’s assertion that “there has been 

A. Boulanger (Paris 1943), M. Marín y Peña (Madrid 1950), and, most re-

same sentence as “the most learned editor of our generation.” Whether or not 

Bellum Catilinae 
for this series (2nd ed. 2007). The fact that Macdonald’s edition is still in 

-

-
cal and legal context of the speech, and is better suited for students with some 

-
cuses on language/literary features and is tailored to her target audience of 

that her informal writing style often detracts from the importance of the 

used to signpost historical material in the introduction: “Who was Murena? 
Who were his accusers? What were the charges against him and the political 
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and his political and military career?” (p. 6); “But why resort to prosecuting 
-

was the point of being consul?” (p. 22). The notes are peppered with personal 

peroratio...”, p. 191), and attempts to 

with (North) American politics and culture (e.g. candidate attrition in the 
American presidential primary elections, p. 19; the acquittals of Canadian 

-

-

entire passages (especially towards the end of the commentary). At the other 

literary terms and textual criticism. The addition of a glossary, and more at-
tention to the manuscript tradition in the introduction would go some way 

“Plb. 6.56.2 and 14” (p. 13), “Sex. Caesar” for “L. Caesar” (p. 18), “norma” for 
“normam” (p. 88), “Sall. Cat. 13” for “Sall. Cat. 11” (p. 101), dating Q. Metellus 
Macedonicus’ praetorship to 146BC instead of 148BC (p. 128), “Nisbet 1962” for 
“Nisbet 1961” (p. 147), “our ancestors” for “the ancestors” (p. 164, but maiores 
here clearly refers to aged people rather than ancestors in the traditional sense), 
“ ” for “ ” (p. 170), and assigning the 
consulship of L. Licinius Lucullus to 73BC instead of 74BC (p. 224). On p. 

the wrong conducti

on p. 2 is not correct for the time of the Mithridatic Wars and Pro Murena. 

in one of the extracts in the appendix (Sall. Hist. 4.15), appearing with its 

In sum, this is a teaching commentary with a prescribed audience and 
scope that is further limited by errors and omissions. Although it contains 
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material gets lost in the crowd of elementary notes. The text is neither new 
-
-

atic transition for many Latin students are praiseworthy. Pro Murena is an 
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