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The text of Philostratus’ Lives of the Sophists (VS) did not have a 

Rudolf Stefec’s new OCT, we now at last have a text of the VS
VS is vital to our 

VS
to rely, directly or otherwise, on one of the several editions put out in the 

VS
apparatus 

criticus, only a preface and a very few pages of adnotatio critica at the start. 

1

VS 

1 W.C. Wright, Philostratus: Lives of the Sophists and Eunapius: Lives of the Phi-
losophers,
Brodersen, Philostratos: Leben der Sophisten, 
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VS
the VS

2 Stefec 

VS, 

Jones, Heinz-Günther Nesselrath and Stephan Schröder).

loci

nineteenth-century predecessor.

3

lacunae, using cruces

variants.

2

WS id. “Der Handschriften der Sophistenviten Philostrats”, Römische His-
torische Mitteilungen id. -

Römische Historische Mitteilungen
3

4
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and intertexts in the VS

running 30 pages in Stefec’s edition. They are in the personae of the fathers 

5 This edition, while prodigiously thorough 

standard scholarly text.6

edition.7

turns of phrase and convolutions of logic. The result is a text that on nearly 

cruces 8 The text still has a 

5 The Severed Hand 
and the Upright Corpse: The Declamations of Marcus Antonius Polemo, Atlanta 1996. 

Polemonis declamationes quae exstant duae, Lipsiae 
1873.

6

-

-

7

Par. gr. 
8
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to the apparatus.9
10

the unitiated. The VS is not an easy text to cite. Stefec provides the three-

crowding and potential confusion.11 

APPENDIX

literary scholars.12
loci

9

10 The only clear typo I have found is actually in Stefec’s citation of one of his own articles 
-

11

start of section 25.
12 -

ples on grounds of technical rather than interpretive interest.
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two texts.

Geographi Graeci Minores.13

vel sim.

Hippias Major

Against Ctesiphon. 

13
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grounds of narrative logic.

of as an advance on Herodes’ inheritance.

et al.
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were their own sentence and were included in the previous paragraph, which 

Hercules.

14
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mesogeia

see Civiletti (n. 1), p. 515.

[Herodes] wanted to die”).

15

The Man in Love with a Statue

16

15 -
tins, “The Holders of the Chairs of Rhetoric at Athens”, HSPh

16 Dissertatio 
litteraria continens observationes grammaticas et criticas in Philostratum, habita im-
primis Vitae Apollonii ratione
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VS
the terminus post quem

are over, which would push the terminus to 233 or later.17

than “Periges.”18

ADAM KEMEZIS

17 Greek Narratives of the Roman Empire under the Severans: 
Cassius Dio, Philostratus and Herodian

Itinera principum: Geschichte und Typologie der Kaiserreisen 
im Römischen Reich, Stuttgart 1986, 231-32.

18 -

See B. Puech, Orateurs et sophists grecs dans les inscriptions d’époque impériale, Paris 
2002, 387-89.




